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History

Why is history important?

At Ivegill C of E Primary School, all of our teaching and learning 
builds on our core values; Endurance, Trust and Community. We 
recognise the importance of History in how it has shaped Britain 
today. We aim to give children an understanding of Britain’s past 
and the wider world by promoting curiosity to know more about 
the past. We encourage children to ask questions, weigh up 
evidence and develop perspective and judgement which can be 
used throughout life. We look to give children the opportunity to 
understand the complex needs of diverse societies through time. 
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History
Aims of the History Curriculum
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:

• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest 
times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and 
been influenced by the wider world 

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 
civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European 
societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

• gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 
‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 
historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 
analyses 

• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 
historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have 
been constructed

• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 
connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, 
military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales
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History

Our History curriculum is knowledge and 
vocabulary rich, ensuring children gain a deep 
understanding of fundamental historical 
knowledge and concepts as well as embedding 
key historical specific vocabulary and 
terminology (Tier 3 vocabulary).
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Historical content

At Ivegill C of E Primary School children will gradually build on 
their historical enquiry throughout the Key Stages based on 
National Curriculum expectations.

Key Stage 1:

• Develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of 
time. 

• Know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and 
identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. 

• Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
• Ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that 

they know and understand key features of events. 
• Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways 

in which it is represented
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Historical content

Key Stage 1:

The sequence in KS1 focuses on young children developing a sense of time, place and 
change. It begins with children studying Changes within living memory to develop an 
understanding of difference over time within concrete experiences of their lives. This 
chronological knowledge is foundational to the understanding of change over time.

Pupils study the Lives of significant individuals, focusing on David Attenborough, Neil 
Armstrong and Mary Anning. Chronology and place in time steers the understanding of 
the context in which these significant individuals lived. Terms such as legacy are 
introduced and used within the context of each study. 

In KS1, pupils study local history through significant events, people and places. The 
locality is further understood by knowing about the places, the buildings, the events, 
the people that tell a story of the past. 

Events beyond their living memory. Here, pupils draw upon early concepts of 
chronology and connect it to more abstract, but known, events in the past focusing on 
the Great Fire of London and the first aeroplane flight/
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Historical content

Key Stage 2:

• Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, 
local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they 
study. 

• They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the 
appropriate use of historical terms. 

• Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, 
cause, similarity and difference, and significance. 

• Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of 
relevant historical information. 

• Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.In
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Key Stage 2:

In KS2, pupils study the cultural and technological advances made by our ancestors as well as understanding 
how historians think Britain changed throughout the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages. 

Archaeological history guides us to know how early humans were creative, innovative and expert at surviving in 
changeable environments. Having an in-depth understanding of Iron Age Britain offers solid foundations for the 
study of how Rome influenced Britain. 

This foundational knowledge is built upon and used to support long-term retrieval to contrast culture and 
technology. Pupils are able to draw upon prior understanding to support and position new knowledge, therefore 
constructing much more stable long-term memories. Substantive concepts, such as invasion, law, civilisation and 
society are developed through explicit vocabulary instruction. 

Studies of how Britain was settled by Anglo-Saxons and Scots gives a focus on cultural change and the influence 
of Christianity. Pupils study how powerful kings and their beliefs shaped the Heptarchy of Anglo-Saxon Britain. 

We also focus on the Struggle for throne of England through a study of the Vikings, their origins, conquests and 
agreements with English Anglo-Saxon kings to settle and dwell in the region known as Danelaw. 

Developed knowledge of Anglo-Saxons is revisited and used to connect with a study of the Maya civilisation. The 
study compares advancement of the Maya culture and innovation to that of the Anglo-Saxons around c.AD 900. 
Here, location, settlement, people, culture and invention are compared and contrasted. Pupils also study 
Significant monarchs after 1066. 

Five kings and queens are a focus of a depth study and comparison, drawing on their beliefs, actions and 
understanding their legacy. This chronological study revisits known periods of time and introduces new content 
and monarchs. 

Ancient history, such as the Achievements of the earliest civilisations - Ancient Egyptians and the study of 
Ancient Greek life and achievements are also studied learning about the influence on the western world. 

The understanding of culture, people and places are central to these studies. History connects these studies with 
prior knowledge of what was happening in Britain at the same time. The effect of this is to deepen and connect 
a broader understanding of culture, people, places and events through comparison. 
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Spaced Retrieval Practice Approach

Our history curriculum is delivered through a series of modules 
which are deliberately spaced throughout the academic year 
with opportunities to introduce and revisit key concepts 
building on previous learning throughout each key stage. This 
approach enables staff to deepen pupil understanding and 
embed learning.

Our curriculum maps clearly show how we deliver the National 
Curriculum expectations for history within and across year 
groups. All history modules are identified on mixed age class 
specific overviews using green boxes. KS1 work on a two year 
rolling cycle. In KS2, history is taught on a 4 year rolling cycle 
covering all the objectives of the key stage. 
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Early Years
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History in the EYFS falls under 'Understanding the World' and links to these Early Learning 
Goals:

•Past and Present
• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in class.

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling

•People, Culture and Communities:
• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observations, 

discussions, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 
class.



History in EYFS
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Content and Sequence: Year 1 and 2
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Autumn  Spring  Summer  

A 2022/23 Significant historical events, 

people and places in their 

own locality (Beatrix Potter/ 

The Victorians & The Lake 

District) 

Events beyond living memory 

(First aeroplane flight) 

Study the lives of 

significant individuals 

(Neil Armstrong)  

B 2023/24 Events beyond living memory 

(Great Fire of London) 

Changes within living memory Study the lives of 

significant individuals 

(Mary Anning & David 

Attenborough)  
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Examples of year 1/2 work on the 
life of a significant individual. 
Clear use of knowledge notes 
used throughout sessions.



Content and Sequence: Year 3 and 4
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Autumn  Spring  Summer  

A 2022/23 

Study five Monarchs 

from 1066

Study five Monarchs from 

1066 (Continued)

B 2023/24 How did Britain change 
during the Stone Age to 
the Iron Age?  
(Stone/Bronze/Iron Age)  

How have our lives been 
shaped by the Ancient 
Egypt?   

C 2024/25 Britain’s settlement by 

Anglo-Saxons and Scots;  

Viking & Anglo-Saxon 

struggle for the kingdom 

of  England  

Mayan civilization 

contrasted with  

Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings  

D 2025/26 Roman Empire & it’s impact on 

Britain (Local study) 

Sound (Physics)  

How was Carlisle shaped 
during the Victorian 
period.  



Content and Sequence: Year 5 and 6
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Autumn  Spring  Summer  

A 2022/23  Battle of Britain (cusp) The Windrush Generation  -

CUSP

B 2023/24  Study changes in Britain from the 

Stone Age to the Iron Age 

(Stone/Bronze/Iron Age)  (CUSP)

The study of Ancient 

Greece (CUSP)

C 2024/25  Study Britain’s settlement by 

Anglo-Saxons and Scots The Viking 

and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 

Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor (Anglo-

Saxons/Vikings contrast with 

Mayan  Empire)  (CUSP)

Study a non European 

society that provides 

contrasts with British 

history – Maya c. AD 900–

contrasting study CUSP   

D 2025/26  Study of Ancient Egypt.(CUSP) Why should we fight for human 

rights?  

(British values, parliamentary decision 

making, crime  

& punishment)  

Local study – coastal area  -
CUSP
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Modular Approach – Knowledge

At Ivegill C of E Primary School, history is taught across each 
mixed age class in modules that enable pupils to study in 

depth key historical periods, skills and vocabulary. Pupils 
become ‘more expert’ with each study and grow an ever 
broadening and coherent mental timeline. This guards 
against superficial, disconnected and fragmented 
understanding of the past. 
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The Big Ideas
At Ivegill C of E Primary School we put an emphasis on sharing the big ideas 
with the children at the beginning of every module. We feel this gives the 
children a clear vision of their learning and a sense of ownership of their 
learning.
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National Curriculum objectives and how these links to prior learning are 
evident at the beginning of every module.

A KS2 module showing 
how the learning builds 
upon other historical 
areas.

A KS2 module building 
on prior learning of 
events and individuals 
including humans 
from Years 1 and 2.



Im
p

le
m

e
n

ta
ti

o
n

Development of Historical concept skills
As well as ensuring pupils are taught key knowledge, each module is designed to offer 
pupils the opportunity to undertake the study of time, evidence and enquiry, make 
connections and use key vocabulary. At Ivegill C of E Primary School, the working subject 
concepts are clearly displayed on each of our history modules for both Key Stage 1 and Key 
Stage 2. It is clear which of the objectives are being taught throughout a specific module 
which ensures full coverage and allows for skills to be built upon.

Historical skills taken 
from Year 5 and 6 Egypt 
module.
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Cumulative Quizzing Model (Supporting Cognitive Load)

Pupils are given opportunities to retrieve their knowledge at regular 
intervals throughout the unit through a 'teach – test – teach – test' 
model. The aim of this model is to reinforce and revisit previously taught 
knowledge and vocabulary. Children are tested using written quizzes.
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Cumulative Quizzing Model (Supporting Cognitive Load)
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Minimum lesson expectations

All History lessons will incorporate the following elements:

• Explicit teaching of vocabulary
• Revisiting of prior learning
• Use of historical vocabulary in learning
• Reading
• Working historically
• Evidence of learning in pupil's books
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Vocabulary

EYFS

At Ivegill, we want our children to have an expansive vocabulary and 
through teacher modelling and planning, children are given opportunity to 
use and apply appropriate vocabulary. Scientific language is taught and 
built upon with vocabulary being a focus. This is also 
encouraged through planning trips and having visitors in school.
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Vocabulary

Specific and associated historical vocabulary is planned sequentially and 
cumulatively from Y1 to Y6. High frequency, multiple meaning words (Tier 
2) are taught alongside and help make sense of subject specific words (Tier 
3). Each learning module in history has specific vocabulary to run through 
the module and is used to planned into sessions through tasks and 
resources by the teacher. 
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Vocabulary modules in Years 1 - 6

Vocabulary instruction is at the heart of the curriculum and subject specific words are 
incorporated in each module.

Vocabulary overview for a 
KS2 Maya Civilisation 
module, including Tier 2 
and 3 language.
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Explicit teaching of vocabulary

Use of dual coding

Children use and apply taught 
vocabulary. This is often done at 
the start of the lesson.
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Use of vocabulary within a Year 5/6 lesson
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Knowledge organisers and Knowledge Notes

Accompanying each module is a Knowledge Organiser which contains key 
vocabulary, information and concepts which all pupils are expected to 
understand and retain. Knowledge notes are the elaboration and detail 
which help pupils acquire the content of each module. They support 
vocabulary and concept acquisition through a well-structured sequence 
that is cumulative. Each Knowledge Note begins with questions that link 
back to the cumulative quizzing, focussing on key content to be learnt and 
understood. Knowledge Organisers and Knowledge Notes are dual coded 
to provide pupils with visual calls to aid understanding and 
recall. Knowledge Organisers and Knowledge Notes are referenced 
throughout each module.
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Knowledge organisers and Knowledge Notes

KS1 Knowledge 
Organiser

Accompanying 
KS1 Knowledge 
Note
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Planning using CUSP materials

Lesson planning is completed with the 
use our suggested lesson sequence, in 
conjunction with prior quizzing and 
content from the Knowledge Organisers.
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History planning

Example of Year 1 planning for ‘The lives of significant individuals’ module
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Tailoring for SEND

At Ivegill we aim for all history lessons and learning questions to be 
accessible to all pupils. The use of dual coded Knowledge Notes and 
Organisers provide visuals to aid understanding and recall. In addition, 
knowledge notes are utilised in all lessons to minimise cognitive overload, 
so children can use and apply their knowledge more easily. Sentence 
stems can be used where necessary to aid with written evidence.
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Reading

Our history curriculum is supported by a wealth of high quality texts 
which support pupil’s learning and develop their skills in accessing 
information from a range of sources. We also access, ‘Curriculum Visions,’ 
to ensure that our subject content has materials that can be accessed by 
pupils both in school and at home. We also get ‘topic’ boxes from the 
local library to support the teaching of content.
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Oracy

When discussing their findings or presenting information, pupils are 
encouraged to speak using full sentences and incorporating key scientific 
vocabulary. This is modelled by teachers e.g. using my turn, your turn.

Writing

Pupils are expected to write across all areas of the curriculum with 
teachers modelling how to write purposefully in each subject.
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Continuous Professional Development

All staff have undergone CPD in Cognitive Load Theory, Spaced Practice 
Retrieval Theory and planning the wider curriculum through the use 
of Knowledge Notes. This has supported the development of the wider 
curriculum.

In addition to this, staff have accessed planning sessions with Alex Bedford 
(author of CUSP) to support them in effectively planning sequences of 
work using the materials provided within the modules.
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How do we measure the impact of history teaching?
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Cumulative quizzing

Pupil end of module results are compared to show how much pupils 
have gained and retained across the module. End of module quizzing
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Pupil book study

What we do and what it shows and how we use it for CPD
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Teacher assessment

History work is regularly assessed through the use of 'Whole Class 
Feedback Sheets', and pupils are given regular feedback on their 
successes and development areas within and across modules.

Knowledge sequence


