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Why is writing important?

Ivegill CE School understands the importance of writing to allow 
children to develop a love for writing. It develops knowledge and 

understanding. 

Writing is central to our ability to understand, interpret and 
communicate with one another in a variety of different ways. It 

is beneficial for children to understand different genres and 
types of media. 
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Aims of the Writing Curriculum

The aims of the Writing Curriculum are:

• For children to write with confidence, fluency and 
understanding.

• To understand the need to develop a good handwriting style.

• Use spelling rules successfully and learn the skills to become 
successful spellers.

• Know, understand and be able to write a range of fiction and 
non- fiction texts

• Achieve independent writing to a high quality which children 
are proud of.
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Key Priorities of the Writing Curriculum:

• To ensure children are familiar with the different types of genres used 
when writing. 

• To encourage children to write for pleasure.

• Deepening children’s understanding of the different types of media 
(newspaper articles, magazines, leaflets, comics)

• Build on discussion and ideas so children understand the structure of a 
wide range of text types and stories.

• Ensure children are familiar with the spelling expectations and use spelling 
rules within their writing. 

• To ensure all staff members are confident with the teaching of writing and 
know what steps they need to take to help children make progress. 
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Key texts in EYFS
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Writing in EYFS
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In EYFS, writing is taught through a range of different books or topics. The outcome of the writing 
depends on what the teacher has planned. They have recently looked initial sounds and rhyming 
words. 



Writing at Ivegill School

At Ivegill CE School, writing is taught based on a book. We look at a range 
of different genres throughout the year and planning links to the national 
curriculum. SPaG will be taught throughout this so children understand all 
elements before writing a final piece. This happens in every class from 
Reception to Year 6. 

We believe that using a book as a hook really draws the children in and 
we can get a range of writing opportunities from this.
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Writing in EYFS
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Writing in Year 1
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Writing in Year 2
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Writing in Year 3/4
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Writing in Year 5/6
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Writing in Year 5/6
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Vocabulary
We recognise the importance of vocabulary:
Vocabulary is a strong indicator of reading success (National Literacy Trust, 
2017). 
Children with a poor vocabulary at five are four times more likely to 
struggle with reading in adulthood (Why Closing the Word Gap Matters: 
Oxford Language Report, 2018).

So at Ivegill CE Primary School we actively encourage the development of 
vocabulary through our vocabulary rich curriculum.
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KS1 Vocabulary
In KS1 we encourage vocabulary development throughout all lessons. 
We use topic based tier 2 and tier 3 vocabulary linked to CUSP. This is 
clearly displayed around the classroom for the children to access. 
Knowledge organisers are displayed in topic books which contain dual 
coding.

Year 2 write the definitions to the ‘vital vocabulary’ in their books. Year 1 
discuss the definitions to ensure they understand the meanings of the 
words.

Statutory word lists are displayed around the classroom for the children 
to access. 
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KS2 Vocabulary

Topic based vocabulary is displayed around the classroom linked to CUSP. 
Linked to this, ‘vital vocabulary’ is recorded with definitions and pictures 
through dual coding in topic books. 
Higher level vocabulary, synonyms and antonyms, hyphenated words, 
expanded noun phrases and topic specific  words are all collated by the 
class and visible for the children to access. 
Statutory word lists are displayed around the classroom for children to 
readily access. 
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Oracy through talk

When discussing their work or presenting information, pupils are 
encouraged to speak using full sentences and incorporating key subject 
vocabulary.  This is modelled by teachers e.g. using my turn, your turn.
All children are encouraged to read in front of the class through a variety 
of  opportunities. 
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How do we measure the impact of writing?

Teachers make assessments of children daily through;
• Analysing errors and picking up on misconceptions.
• Asking questions and listening to ideas
• Facilitating and listening to discussions. 
• Recording this through no more marking sheets .
• Moderate writing as a school.

These ongoing assessments inform future planning and teaching. This 
allows lessons to be readily adapted following these assessments. 
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Assessment

Class teachers monitor writing and ensure they complete half termly 
pieces,  which they can assess against the national curriculum. 

Year 2 and Year 6 are marked again the end of key stage expectations. 
These are submitted in the summer term. Either KS1 or KS2 may be 
moderated by external agencies. 
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Writing for pleasure is something we instill in every child at Ivegill School 
and has the main impact for life long learning and enjoyment.

We believe that by encouraging this to happen we not only give children 
the opportunity to learn but also to develop a love of writing.

At Ivegill School, we expose children to a wide range of texts so this has a 
positive impact on their achievement and vocabulary choices to achieve 
this.

Writing 
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